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(57) ABSTRACT

Embodiments of the present invention relate to methods and
circuits for brightness regulation for at least one light-emit-
ting diode in the field of general lighting, more particularly,
for incandescent lamp replacement by means of a supply
voltage comprising a brightness level signal, wherein the
brightness level signal contained in the supply voltage is
decoded and converted into a modulation signal with a duty
cycle corresponding to the brightness level signal for the
purpose of driving a driver circuit for the at least one light-
emitting diode.
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
REGULATING THE BRIGHTNESS OF
LIGHT-EMITTING DIODES

This application is a continuation application of U.S. Non-
Provisional application Ser. No. 12/910,407, filed on Oct. 22,
2010, now issued as U.S. Pat. No. 8,749,157, which claims
priority to German Patent Application 10 2009 050 651.9,
filed on Oct. 26, 2009, which applications are incorporated
herein by reference in their entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to the field of regu-
lating the brightness of light-emitting diodes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The scarcity of energy resources, particularly in the case of
objects which are used in large numbers both in private house-
holds and beyond and are distinguished by a high energy
conversion, has motivated ongoing development for increas-
ing the energy efficiency. One particularly prominent
example of this is a shift away from traditional incandescent
lamps toward energy-saving lamps, the majority of which are
still based on fluorescent tube technology.

This development is being pushed forward in the European
Union, in particular, through corresponding legislative pro-
visions which are gradually prohibiting the sale of traditional
incandescent lamps in specific power classes.

Therefore, light-emitting diode technology, which is gen-
erally more efficient and is already being used increasingly in
the motor vehicle sector, will gain additional importance in
the area of application of general lighting as well. In particu-
lar, LED bulbs are replacing conventional incandescent
lamps.

For these and further reasons there is a need for the present
invention.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention is described hereinafter for illustration pur-
poses inter alia with reference to brightness regulation for
LED bulbs.

However, the invention is not restricted to such embodi-
ments, but rather can find application in connection with
regulating the brightness of any desired light-emitting diodes
by means of a supply voltage comprising a brightness level
signal. A central area of application is, however, regulating
the brightness of at least one light-emitting diode in the area
of general lighting, that is to say for example the area of
lighting private, industrial, or public buildings and equip-
ment—particularly for incandescent lamp replacement.

Apparatus and methods for regulating the brightness of
light-emitting diodes are provided and are illustrated and/or
described substantially in connection with at least one of the
drawings, and are also set out comprehensively in the follow-
ing description and patent claims.

Further objects, features and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent from the following detailed
description referring to the accompanying drawings showing
exemplary embodiments—once again only for the purpose of
illustrating the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings are enclosed in order to enable a deeper
understanding of the invention. They constitute part of the
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2

disclosure of the invention. The drawings elucidate exem-
plary embodiments of the present invention, and serve,
together with the description, to explain the principles of the
invention. Further exemplary embodiments, and also many of
the advantages of the present invention that are thereby
striven for, will become readily apparent owing to the simpler
comprehensibility thereof with reference to the following
detailed description.

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary embodiment of a brightness-
regulable isolated driver circuit for a light-emitting diode in a
flyback converted topology using a discrete decoding circuit
for a phase-gated or phase-chopped supply voltage (“phase
cut decoder”) wherein operating parameters for the light-
emitting diode are detectable and regulable on the secondary
side of the flyback converter topology;

FIG. 2 shows an exemplary embodiment of a discrete
decoding circuit for a phase-gated or phase-chopped supply
voltage (“phase cut decoder™);

FIG. 3 shows a typical profile of the duty cycle D2 of a
modulation signal M2 at the output of a modulator circuit as
a function of a temporally constant integrated control voltage
Vpe(DL) as output voltage of the decoding circuit in accor-
dance with one exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 4 shows an exemplary embodiment of a brightness-
regulable isolated driver circuit for a light-emitting diode in a
flyback converter topology using a discrete decoding circuit
for a phase-gated or phase-chopped supply voltage (“phase
cut decoder”) and a driver circuit with integrated modulator
circuit (“DIM modulation™), wherein operating parameters
for the light-emitting diode are detectable and regulable on
the secondary side of the flyback converter topology;

FIG. 5 shows an exemplary embodiment of a brightness-
regulable isolated driver circuit for a light-emitting diode in a
flyback converter topology using a discrete decoding circuit
for a phase-gated or phase-chopped supply voltage (“phase
cut decoder”) and a driver circuit with integrated modulator
circuit (“DIM modulator”), wherein operating parameters for
the light-emitting diode are derivable and regulable on the
primary side of the flyback converter topology;

FIG. 6 shows an exemplary embodiment of time profiles of
operating parameters of a light-emitting diode on account of
the superposition of a low-frequency modulation signal M2
for driving a driver circuit for the light-emitting diode with a
frequency f(M2)=500 Hz and a high-frequency pulse-width-
modulated modulation signal M1 for efficient energy transfer
from the driver circuit to the light-emitting diode;

FIG. 7 shows an exemplary embodiment of time profiles of
operating parameters of a light-emitting diode on account of
a low-frequency modulation signal M2 for driving a driver
circuit for the light-emitting diode with a frequency f(M2)
~200 Hz and a duty cycle D2=85% of the modulation signal
M2 at an upper brightness setting of a phase dimmer;

FIG. 8 shows an exemplary embodiment of time profiles of
operating parameters of a light-emitting diode on account of
a low-frequency modulation signal M2 for driving a driver
circuit for the light-emitting diode with a frequency f(M2)
~200 Hz and a duty cycle D2=85% of the modulation signal
M2 at a lower brightness setting of a phase dimmer.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

The following detailed description refers to the accompa-
nying drawings, which form part of the disclosure of the
invention and represent, for illustration purposes, specific
exemplary embodiments by means of which the invention can
be implemented in practice. Other exemplary embodiments



US 9,066,387 B2

3

can be used, and structural and/or other modifications can be
made without departing from the scope of protection of the
present invention. Therefore, the following detailed descrip-
tion should not be interpreted in a restrictive manner. Rather,
the scope of protection of the present invention is defined only
by the accompanying patent claims.

Reference is made below to the development toward more
and more efficient lighting technology as mentioned in the
introduction. Particularly, in the area of general lighting, fur-
ther energy savings are possible as evinced by the fact that
existing lighting installations often contain brightness regu-
lators (dimmers), by means of which the brightness of the
bulb can be adapted to the present lighting conditions.

In this case the reduction of the average current through the
bulb, said reduction generally being necessary for this pur-
pose, is typically effected by means of brightness level signals
contained in the specifically modified profile of the supply
voltage for the bulb.

Many of the existing brightness regulators are realized in
the form of so-called phase dimmers. The latter control the
brightness by virtue of the fact that they modify the profile of
the supply voltage for the bulb by causing the voltage to
vanish between the zero crossings and an adjustable phase
angle of a sinusoidal AC voltage. Depending on whether the
part adjoining the first zero crossing of a half-cycle of the
sinusoidal AC voltage or a part before the second zero cross-
ing of a half-cycle vanishes, the designation employed in this
connection is a phase-gated or, respectively, a phase-chopped
voltage.

Furthermore, more recent types of lighting control with
extended functionality are also being used, which makes use
of so-called “power line communication”, for example. The
latter is based on the fact that voltage signals for controlling a
lighting device are superposed on a sinusoidal power supply
voltage in accordance with a defined communication proto-
col. Over and above pure brightness regulation, these super-
posed voltage signals can be used to control further-reaching
functions of lighting devices.

The particular use of the above-mentioned known tech-
niques for brightness regulation involves specific challenges
in the area of application of general lighting with bulbs and
lighting devices based on light-emitting diodes.

One of these challenges is to reduce the current (which
determines the brightness) of the light-emitting diodes with-
out incurring losses with regard to color temperature and
luminous efficiency of the light-emitting diode, and also the
energy efficiency of a driver circuit for the light-emitting
diodes.

A further challenge consists in the ability to store energy,
which is not present in light-emitting diodes in contrast to
incandescent lamps. As a result, even periodic gaps in the
temporal profile of the light-emitting diode current (herein-
after “LED current”) whose period duration corresponds to a
frequency of up to 100 Hz can still be perceived as a flicker.

The specifics mentioned above, in connection with light-
emitting diodes, thus make stringent requirements of bright-
ness regulation in the form of a permanently defined current
profile through the light-emitting diodes.

Accordingly, bulbs based on light-emitting diodes that
have screw-type lampholders (for example E27/E14/. .. ) as
incandescent lamp replacements have not been regulable in
terms of their brightness, or with satisfactory light quality and
acceptable efficiency of the driver circuit. Relative to the
latter case, the output voltage of the phase dimmer in specific
previous LED bulbs is utilized simply to bring about a reduc-
tion of the DC current through the light-emitting diode.
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In other known LED bulbs, the output voltage of the phase
dimmer brings about a pulse width modulation of the current
through the light-emitting diode by means of a low-frequency
pulse width modulation (PWM) of an additional switch at the
output stage of the driver circuit. In both cases, constant
high-frequency clocking of the driver circuit for the light-
emitting diodes is effected for effective energy transport from
the driver circuit to the light-emitting diodes.

In terms of regulating the brightness by reducing the DC
current, the current through the light-emitting diodes, as the
brightness is increasingly limited, lies far outside the opti-
mum operating range of the light-emitting diodes. This
results in the disadvantage, inter alia, of a lack of color con-
stancy of the light of the light-emitting diode on account of a
change in wavelength in the emitted light spectrum.

Furthermore, the efficiency of a driver circuit limited to
10%, for example, of the maximum brightness regulator set-
ting falls in this case to typically only 30% of the efficiency in
the state of non-limited brightness (also called non-dimmed
state). Moreover, the system luminous efficiency also
decreases significantly as a result of the previous mechanisms
for limiting the brightness.

In the case of brightness regulation by pulse width modu-
lation by means of an additional output stage of the driver
circuit, the above-mentioned impairment of the light quality
does not actually occur. Other than the increased circuitry
outlay owing to the additional output stage, the permanently
constant clocking of the driver circuit, in the case of low
brightness regulator settings and also the losses in the addi-
tional output stage, bring about a further reduced efficiency of
the driver circuit.

In order to eliminate the disadvantages described in
embodiments of the present invention, a brightness level sig-
nal DL contained in a supply voltage for the at least one
light-emitting diode, for driving a driver circuit for the at least
one light-emitting diode, is decoded. The decoded brightness
level signal DL can be converted, by means of a defined
method, into a low frequency modulation signal M2 with a
duty cycle D2 corresponding to the brightness level signal
DL.

Inthis case, the modulation signal M2 can have ON phases
and OFF phases for activating and, respectively, deactivating
the driver circuit, the temporal durations of which are in the
ratio of the duty cycle D2. In particular, the modulation signal
M2 can fully switch off the driver circuit for the at least one
light-emitting diode in the OFF phases of the modulation
signal M2.

The above-mentioned pulse-width-modulated clocking by
a high-frequency modulation signal M1 of the power switch
of'the LED driver circuit (the power switch being crucial for
the energy flow) is accordingly superposed by the further
modulation signal M2 which is, rather, of low frequency by
comparison therewith. In the OFF phases of the modulation
signal M2, the power switch (such as a power transistor, for
example) of the driver circuit for the at least one light-emit-
ting diode is therefore not driven.

By means of the superposition of the modulation signals
M2 and M1 at a suitable location of the topology of the driver
circuit (such as, for example, at the control input of the con-
troller for generating the high-frequency modulation signal
M1) the desired modulation of a constant current through the
at least one light-emitting diode (such as, for example, pulse
width modulation (PWM), pulse density modulation (PDM),
or else further types of modulation) can be generated at the
output of the driver circuit in a simple manner. This is advan-
tageous since a customary topology of the driver circuit can
be set up without having to add components in the output
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stage circuit of the driver circuit, said output stage circuit
being critical with regard to the circuit efficiency.

In contrast to earlier brightness regulators, the output sig-
nal of the driver circuit is still switched between full signal
levels during the ON phase of the modulation signal M2
modulated by the high-frequency modulation signal M1. In
other words, the limiting or dimming ofthe brightness level is
not achieved by means of decreasing signal levels of the
output signal of the driver circuit. Rather, the at least one
light-emitting diode remains in a desired operating range of
current and voltage with good color constancy and defined
luminous efficiency by virtue of the full output signal levels of
the driver circuit during the ON phase of the modulation
signal M2. Moreover, an operating state of the driver circuit
for the at least one light-emitting diode with maximum effi-
ciency arises during the ON phase of the modulation signal
M2.

In the example of a driver circuit that is embedded into a
flyback converter topology and that is driven by the superpo-
sition of a high-frequency modulation signal M1 by a “low-
frequency” modulation signal M2, in the case of a lower
brightness regulator setting (also called “dim setting” of
10%) with a corresponding brightness level signal DL (or a
resulting duty cycle D2 of the modulation signal M2) the
efficiency of the driver circuit is generally still above 70%
relative to the efficiency of the driver circuit in the undimmed
case, that is to say a brightness regulator setting of 100%.

With the same lower brightness regulator setting of 10%, in
the case of the driving of the driver circuit only by the high-
frequency modulation signal M1 (that is to say permanent
driving and clocking of the driver circuit, but with lower
signal levels compared with those during the ON phase of the
modulation signal M2) the efficiency of the driver circuit by
contrast only attains typical values of 30%.

As shown in the exemplary embodiments in FIGS. 1, 4 and
5, the driver circuit in the typical field of application of gen-
eral lighting can be driven by an AC/DC converter in order to
convert an AC voltage (such as, for example, a general power
supply system AC voltage of 230 V regulated by a phase
dimmer) as the supply voltage into a modulated constant
current for the at least one light-emitting diode. By way of
illustration, as seen by the exemplary embodiments in FIGS.
4 and 5, it is possible to use a flyback converter topology as an
AC/DC converter in particular in a quasi-resonant (QR) oper-
ating mode.

The comparison between the exemplary embodiments in
FIGS. 4 and 5 shows here that the determination (necessary
for regulating the brightness) of actual operating parameters
of'the light-emitting diode 40 can be effected in various ways.

Thus on the one hand, as in the exemplary embodiment
according to FIG. 4, the current through the light-emitting
diode 40 as such an actual operating parameter can be
detected on the secondary side 200 (indicated by the dotted
border) of the flyback converter in a directly electrically iso-
lated manner by means of the optocoupler 50.

On the other hand, as in the exemplary embodiment
according to FIG. 5, actual operating parameters of the light-
emitting diode 40 can be derived from the ratios of the on and
off times of the power switch 60 on the primary side 100
(indicated by the dashed border) of the flyback converter.

The latter option only functions well in practice, however,
as long as the output levels of the power switch 60 have the
largest possible, in the best case maximum, signal levels for
driving the light-emitting diode 40. In some of the previous
brightness regulating solutions, however, limiting the bright-
ness level of the light emitted by the light-emitting diode 40
by means of a phase dimmer, on account of simple driving of
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the driver circuit only by the high-frequency modulation sig-
nal M1, is accompanied by decreasing signal levels of the
output signal of the power switch 60 of the driver circuit.

Therefore, in such conventional solutions, this makes it
more difficult to derive the ratios of the on and off times of the
power switch 60 on the basis of the thus decreased signal
levels of the output signal of the power switch 60 and, hence,
actual operating parameters of the light-emitting diode 40
such as the DC current through the light-emitting diode 40 on
the primary side 100 of a converter.

In embodiments of the present invention, however, the
output signal of the power switch 60 of the driver circuit, in
contrast to the previous brightness regulating solutions men-
tioned, is additionally modulated by the modulation signal
M2 and, as a result, can still be switched between full signal
levels during the ON phase of the modulation signal M2
modulated by the high-frequency modulation signal M1.

Therefore, the embodiments of the present invention per-
mit a facilitated determination of the ratios of the on and off
times of the power switch 60 on the basis of the full signal
levels of the output signal of the power switch 60 during the
ON phase of the modulation signal M2, and hence a facili-
tated and more accurate derivation of actual operating param-
eters of the light-emitting diode on the primary side 100 of an
AC/DC converter.

Such brightness regulation based on the primary side of an
AC/DC converter (this is also referred to as primary regula-
tion) thus affords the advantages of saving costs and saving
space in particular, as a result of the omission of the compo-
nents for secondary-side detection of the actual operating
parameters of a light-emitting diode.

In this respect, embodiments of the present invention for
the realization of cost-efficient brightness regulation on the
primary side, enable advantages with regard to precise regu-
lation of the LED current by comparison with previous meth-
ods based, for example, on the reduction of a (DC) LED
current, the detection of which is made more difficult on the
primary side as explained above, or on an additional power
switch clocked in a pulse-width-modulated manner in the
output circuit of the driver circuit for the light-emitting diode.

Referring to the exemplary embodiment according to FIG.
1, in accordance with the brightness level signal (also called
dim signal, or dim level DL) contained in the temporal profile
of'the supply voltage, particularly with the use of phase dim-
mers (phase cut dimmer) or upon superposition by “power
line communication” signals, a decoding of the supply volt-
age can be effected in the phase cut decoder 10.

The phase cut decoder 10, as a decoding circuit, decodes
the brightness level signal DL in the phase-gated or phase-
chopped supply voltage 15 Vin(DL, t) (here on the basis of a
power supply system AC voltage of 230 V) and generates a
control voltage Vpcin(DL, t) corresponding to the brightness
level signal DL and/or a divided-down control voltage Vpc
(DL, t) proportional thereto. By means of one of these control
voltages, the phase cut decoder 10 can directly drive a dim
modulator 20 as modulator circuit for generating the modu-
lation signal M2.

Furthermore, FIG. 1 shows the provision of the defined
“low-frequency” modulation signal M2 with the duty cycle
D2 corresponding to the brightness level signal DL, in the dim
modulator 20. Said dim modulator 20 can put the driver
circuit 30 for the light-emitting diode 40 and the light-emit-
ting diodes to be connected between the terminals 70, during
said ON phases and OFF phases of the modulation signal M2,
into correspondingly defined fully switched-on or fully
switched-off operating states (ON, OFF).
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In a further exemplary embodiment, the dim modulator 20
can put the driver circuit 30, during the ON phases and
REDUCED phases of the modulation signal M2, into corre-
spondingly defined fully switched-on or reduced switched-on
operating states (ON, REDUCED).

The latter case with the reduced switched-on operating
state (REDUCED) is appropriate in order to enable a continu-
ous current consumption of the light-emitting diode for
brightness-regulated operation particularly in the case of
driving by a phase dimmer. In the reduced switched-on oper-
ating state, for example, it is possible for the light-emitting
diode to be fed current only in an amount such that the
light-emitting diode emits a luminous flux that is negligible in
relation to the luminous flux that arises during the fully
switched-on operating state (ON).

The reduced switched-on operating state can be further
dimensioned, for example, such that the driver circuit is sup-
plied with a current that suffices to avoid undesired states of
the driver circuit, and of the circuits driven thereby, such as
acoustic emissions in particular.

In one exemplary embodiment, during the ON phase of the
modulation signal M2, with OFF phases, wherein the dura-
tions of the ON phases and OFF phases are in the ratio
according to the duty cycle D2 where D2min<D2<1 and
D2min>0, the high-frequency modulation signal M1 contin-
ues as in the undimmed state. In particular, the high-fre-
quency modulation signal M1 is pulse-width-modulated with
a duty cycle D1 in the range of 0<D1<1.

During the OFF phase of the modulation signal M2 with a
duty cycle D2 where D2min<D2x<1 the driver circuit for the
light-emitting diode is deactivated. As a result, the high-
frequency modulation signal M1 is suppressed in accordance
with D1=0 in this phase.

In a further exemplary embodiment, during the ON phase
of'a modulation signal M2 with REDUCED phases, wherein
the durations of the ON phases and REDUCED phases are in
the ratio according to the duty cycle D2 where D2min<D2<1
and D2min>0, the high-frequency modulation signal M1
continues as in the undimmed state. In particular, the high-
frequency modulation signal M1 is pulse-width-modulated
with a duty cycle D1 in the range of 0<D1<1.

In this exemplary embodiment, the high-frequency modu-
lation signal M1 continues during the REDUCED phases of
the modulation signal M2 with the duty cycle D2 where
D2min<D2xl1. In particular, the high-frequency modulation
signal M1 is pulse-width-modulated with a duty cycle D1 in
the range of 0<D1<D1red wherein the duty cycle Dlred is
chosen such that the supply of a control circuit (also called
controller circuit) for the light-emitting diode continues to a
sufficient extent.

Moreover, the modulator circuit can be embodied such
that, for control voltages Vpc less than a minimum control
voltage Vpemin for the duty cycle D2, it holds true that
D2(0=Vpc<Vpemin)=D2min where PLED(D2min)=PLED-
min. That is to say, at a minimum control voltage Vpcmin, the
minimum duty cycle D2min and the minimum brightness of
the light-emitting diode arise on account of the minimally
consumed LED power PLEDmin with good color constancy.

Furthermore, the modulator circuit can generate, for the
maximum control voltage Vpcmax, a modulation signal M2
with a maximum duty cycle D2(Vpemax)=D2max where
PLED(D2max)=PLEDmax. That is to say, at a maximum
control voltage Vpemax, the maximum duty cycle D2max
and the maximum brightness of the light-emitting diode arise
on account of the maximally consumed LED power PLED-
min with good color constancy.
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In embodiments, the modulation signal M2, in the case of
its pulse width modulation, has a sufficiently high repetition
frequency (>100 Hz) or, in the case of other types of modu-
lation of the modulation signal M2, correspondingly tempo-
rally short maximum OFF phases and/or REDUCED
phases (<10 ms) resulting in no flicker phenomena of'the light
from the light-emitting diode becoming visible.

As previously indicated, FIG. 1 shows an exemplary
embodiment of a brightness-regulable driver circuit for light-
emitting diodes in a flyback converter topology as an AC/DC
converter. In this case, the flyback converter can be operated
in a quasi-resonant (QR) mode and in a hard-switching fash-
ion.

The exemplary embodiment according to FIG. 1 shows,
like the exemplary embodiment according to FIG. 4 men-
tioned above, secondary regulation of the operating param-
eters of the light-emitting diode, such as the LED current in
particular. The exemplary embodiment according to FIG. 1
can be used for LED bulb applications as incandescent lamp
replacement with a lighting control function by means of
commercial phase dimmers.

Inthe case where a modulation signal M2 with OFF phases
is used in the exemplary embodiment according to FIG. 1, the
output impedance of the dim modulator 20 at the port “Zmod”
is large relative to the input impedance at the port “REG” of
the driver circuit 30 during the ON phases of the modulation
signal M2. Consequently, the duty cycle D1 of the high-
frequency modulation signal M1 is regulated by a pulse width
modulation control circuit within the driver circuit 30 in the
ON phase of the modulation signal M2 as in the undimmed
state.

The port “REG” of the driver circuit 30 in the exemplary
embodiment according to FIG. 1 is connected to the output of
the optocoupler 50 via the ohmic resistor R5. Therefore, the
port “REG” serves primarily for the feedback of the operating
parameters of the light-emitting diode that are detected on the
secondary side by means of the optocoupler 50 for the setting
of a corresponding duty cycle D1 of the high-frequency
modulation signal M1 in order to operate the light-emitting
diode at a specific operating point with predetermined lumi-
nous efficiency and color constancy.

Furthermore, the port “REG” of the driver circuit 30 is also
connected to the output port “Zmod” of the dim modulator 20
in order to be able to superpose the low-frequency modulation
signal M2 on the high-frequency modulation signal M1 in a
simple manner, that is to say, without a further switch in the
output stage of the driver circuit 30.

As a result, the port “REG” of the driver circuit 30 is used
both for the regulation of the duty cycle of the high-frequency
modulation signal M1 by the output of the optocoupler 50 and
for the processing of the brightness regulation signal in the
form of the superposed low-frequency modulation signal M2.
Thus, in the OFF phase of the modulation signal M2, for
example, the port “REG” can be actively pulled to ground in
order to thereby constrain a duty cycle D1=0 of the high-
frequency modulation signal M1 and, in this respect, to pre-
vent the power switch 60 of the driver stage 30 from being
driven during the OFF phase of the modulation signal M2.

Inthe case where a modulation signal M2 with REDUCED
phases is used in the exemplary embodiment according to
FIG. 1, the port “REG” is set during the REDUCED phases of
the modulation signal M2, to a voltage value VREG>0 cor-
responding to the reduced switched-on operating state of the
driver circuit 30, which voltage value results in a reduced
power consumption in this phase.

In embodiments, the periods of the high-frequency modu-
lation signal M1 are not interrupted by the change between
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the phases of the modulation signal M2, thus, resulting in a
quantization to full periods of the high-frequency modulation
signal M1.

In the exemplary embodiment according to FIG. 1, the
supply voltage for the dim modulator 20 is obtained from an
auxiliary winding of the flyback converter.

FIG. 2 shows an exemplary embodiment of a discrete
decoding circuit (designated there by “phase cut decoder”)
for a phase-gated or phase-chopped supply voltage Vin(t).
The discrete decoding circuit according to FIG. 2 divides a
control voltage Vpcin(DL, t), dependent on the brightness
level signal DL in the supply voltage Vin(t), down to a control
voltage Vpc(DL, t) by means of the voltage divider R17, R19
for processing in the dim modulator 20 according to FIG. 1.

Furthermore, the time-dependent control voltage Vpcin
(DL, t) can be reduced by a virtually constant voltage value
Vconst. As shown in the exemplary embodiment in FIG. 2,
the reduction can be eftected by means of the zener diode D9
or else by means of a diode in a forward direction.

The voltage reduced by Vconst, or else the non-reduced
voltage, can be integrated with respect to time such that with
the brightness level signal DL corresponding to the root-mean
square value of the output voltage of the phase dimmer, an
integrated control voltage results as

T

Vpc(DL, 1) = j_—f[Vpc(DL, n[-Vconsi]].
0

In one exemplary embodiment, the integrated time con-
stant T can be chosen such that, given a constant brightness
level signal DL at the output port “Vpc” of the decoding
circuit according to FIG. 2, a temporally constant average
voltage Vpce(DL) results as the integrated control voltage.

In a further exemplary embodiment, the integration time
constant T for the output port “Vpc” of a decoding circuit can
be chosen such that a temporally variable integrated control
voltage Vpc(DL, t) over the phase angle of the supply voltage
Vin(t) arises and the current consumption of the driver circuit
can be set with regard to a maximum stability during opera-
tion with phase dimmers.

In yet another exemplary embodiment in accordance with
FIG. 1, the integration time constant T for the output port
“Vpc” of a decoding circuit can be chosen to be less than half
the period duration of the supply voltage Vin(t), such that a
temporal variation of the integrated control voltage Vpe(DL,
t) over the phase angle of the supply voltage Vin(t) occurs.
This results in a variation of the duty cycle D2 of the modu-
lation signal M2, wherein the temporally variable integrated
control voltage Vpc(DL, t) can be chosen such that the power
factor PF of the resulting current consumed by the driver
circuit can be increased to a power factor PF>0.7 with a
sufficiently small capacitance value C11 at the circuit input.

This example shows that the temporal variability of the
integrated control voltage Vpc(DL, t) for the modulator cir-
cuit can be utilized to adapt the temporal profile and the shape,
that is to say, the harmonic content of the current consumed by
the driver circuit to the temporal profile and the shape of the
voltage fed to the driver circuit. Accordingly, the power factor
of'the current consumed by the driver circuit can be increased
in order to meet certain standardization requirements. For
example, by increasing the power factor it is possible to
prevent the deformation of the sinusoidal shape of the cus-
tomary power supply system AC voltage in private house-
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holds or, to a greater extent, in office or industrial buildings as
a result of numerous LED bulbs having an excessively small
power factor.

In a further exemplary embodiment, the duty cycle D1 of
the high-frequency modulation signal M1 is increased at the
beginning of the ON phase of the modulation signal M2 from
a predetermined first value over a plurality of periods of the
modulation signal M1 continuously to a second value, which
results from the feedback signal detected on the secondary
side for the regulation of the LED current. Before the end of
the ON phase of the modulation signal M2 is reached, the
duty cycle D1 is decreased again over a plurality of periods of
the high-frequency modulation signal M1 continuously to the
first value. This enables acoustic emissions of the driver cir-
cuit to be avoided.

In a further exemplary embodiment in accordance with that
in FIG. 2, the divided-down control voltage

R19

Vpcin(DL, 1)- RI7+ RIS

can be fed without further integration directly to the modula-
tor circuit.

FIG. 3 shows a typical profile of the duty cycle D2 of a
modulation signal M2 at the output of a modulator circuit as
a function of a temporally constant integrated control voltage
Vpc(DL) as output voltage of the decoding circuit in accor-
dance with one exemplary embodiment. In this exemplary
embodiment, the dependence of the duty cycle D2(Vpc) of
the modulation signal M2 on the voltage at the output port
“Vpc” of the decoding circuit proceeding from a minimum
value D2min has a monotonically rising linear profile with a
maximum value of D2max<100%. With regard to the discrete
decoding circuit according to FIG. 2, the impedance con-
verter and the nonlinear component (in that case the zener
diode D9) can be dimensioned for a desired minimum value
D2min.

For an integrated solution, the decoding circuit can also be
embodied such that a sufficiently divided-down control volt-
age Vpc(DL, t) proportional to the control voltage Vpein(DL,
t) is transferred to the modulator circuit for generating the
duty cycle D2(Vpe(DL)).

FIG. 6 shows the time profiles of operating parameters of a
light-emitting diode. Time profiles of this type can arise as
seen in the exemplary embodiment illustrated on account of
the superposition of a high-frequency pulse-width-modu-
lated modulation signal M1 by a low-frequency modulation
signal M2 having a frequency f(M2)=500 Hz. In the upper
region of FIG. 6, the reference symbol 1 denotes the temporal
profile of the drain/source voltage at the power transistor 60
over five periods of the low-frequency modulation signal M2,
the temporal profile of which is designated by the reference
symbol 2. The temporal profile of the LED current which
results for this exemplary embodiment is finally designated
by the reference symbol 3.

In the lower region of FIG. 6, for clarification of the result-
ing superposition signal made from the high-frequency
modulation signal M1 by means of the modulation signal M2,
the region enclosed by a border in the upper region of FIG. 6
is illustrated in a temporally stretched manner and highlights
in particular an ON phase of the modulation signal M2. In the
lower region of FIG. 6, the reference symbol 1a denotes the
stretched temporal profile of the drain/source voltage at the
power transistor 60, the reference symbol 2a denotes the
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stretched temporal profile of the modulation signal M2 and
the reference symbol 3a denotes the stretched temporal pro-
file of the LED current.

FIG. 7 shows an exemplary embodiment of time profiles of
operating parameters of a light-emitting diode which occur as
a result of a low-frequency modulation signal M2 having a
frequency f(M2)~200 Hz and a duty cycle D2=85% of the
modulation signal M2 in the case of an upper brightness
setting on a phase dimmer.

FIG. 8 shows an exemplary embodiment of time profiles of
operating parameters of a light-emitting diode which occur as
a result of a low-frequency modulation signal M2 having a
frequency f(M2)~200 Hz and a duty cycle D2=25% of the
modulation signal M2 in the case of a lower brightness setting
of a phase dimmer.

In FIG. 7 and FIG. 8, the LED voltage that arises in the
corresponding exemplary embodiments is designated by the
reference symbol 4. Furthermore, in said figures, the refer-
ence symbol 5 denotes the resulting LED current, while the
reference symbol 6 denotes the LED power.

The modulator circuit can be embodied discretely in ana-
log fashion as in the exemplary embodiment according to
FIG. 1, or as analog/digital integration in a common inte-
grated circuit together in a PWM controller as illustrated in
the exemplary embodiments in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5.

Furthermore, embodiments are conceivable wherein the
decoding circuit and the modulator circuit are implemented in
a combined fashion in a control circuit for the light-emitting
diodes such as the LED controller, for example.

In this case, a time-dependent control voltage Vpc(t)
divided down to a sufficient extent by a discrete voltage
divider or a temporally averaged control voltage Vpc where
Vpemax<20V can be generated. These control voltages Vpc
(t) or Vpc can undergo signal processing in said controller,
such that the values of the control voltage recorded over a
suitable time interval, in the modulator circuit, generate a
duty cycle D2 of the modulation signal M2 that lies within the
range D2(Vpemin(t))=D2min and D2(Vpcmax(t))=D2max.

In an implementation for “power line communication” sig-
nals, a decoding of the brightness level signal DL superposed
on the supply voltage can be effected in such a way that the
corresponding brightness regulator settings are converted in
accordance with a defined communication protocol into the
duty cycle D2 of the modulation signal M2 between ON
phases and OFF phases or between ON phases and
REDUCED phases. The modulation signal M2 thus obtained
then acts on the driver circuit for the light-emitting diodes in
a manner completely analogous to the above-mentioned
description.

In a further embodiment, the above-mentioned circuits and
methods, with their advantageous properties, can be applied
to the operation and brightness regulation of organic light-
emitting diodes for general lighting purposes. In particular,
organic light-emitting diodes can also be used in incandescent
lamp replacement by means of OLED bulbs which utilize
only organic light-emitting diodes as a light source or supple-
ment light from semiconductor-based light-emitting diodes
in a suitable manner.

A number of different embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be further described very generally below.

A first embodiment concerns a method for regulating the
brightness of at least one light-emitting diode in the field of
general lighting (more particularly for incandescent lamp
replacement) by means of a supply voltage comprising a
brightness level signal DL. The method comprises the follow-
ing steps:
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In one step, the brightness level signal DL contained in the
supply voltage is decoded. In a further step, the decoded
brightness level signal DL is converted into a modulation
signal M2 with a duty cycle D2 corresponding to the bright-
ness level signal DL. In yet another step, a driver circuit for
the at least one light-emitting diode is driven by means of a
superposition signal made from a modulation signal M1 hav-
ing a higher frequency than the modulation signal M2 by
means of the modulation signal M2.

A second embodiment concerns a method based on the first
embodiment, wherein the supply voltage is a phase-gated or
phase-chopped supply voltage Vin(t).

A third embodiment concerns a method based on the first
embodiment, wherein the supply voltage comprises a super-
posed brightness level signal DL, in particular, a “power line
communication” signal.

A fourth embodiment concerns a method based on any of
the above-mentioned embodiments, wherein the modulation
signal M2 is suitable for fully switching off the driver circuit
for the at least one light-emitting diode.

A fifth embodiment concerns a method based on any of the
above-mentioned embodiments, wherein the modulation sig-
nal M2 comprises ON phases and OFF phases by means of
which the driver circuit for the at least one light-emitting
diode is controlled into a fully switched-on (ON) and, respec-
tively, into a fully switched-off operating state (OFF).

A sixth embodiment concerns a method based on any of the
first to fourth embodiments, wherein the modulation signal
M2 comprises ON phases and REDUCED phases, by means
of which the driver circuit for the at least one light-emitting
diode is controlled into a fully switched-on and, respectively,
into a reduced switched-on operating state (REDUCED).

A seventh embodiment concerns a method based on any of
the above-mentioned embodiments, wherein the type of
modulation of the modulation signal M2 comprises pulse
width modulation (PWM), pulse density modulation (PDM)
and similar types of modulation.

An eighth embodiment concerns a method based on any of
the fifth to seventh embodiments, wherein the time intervals
of the OFF phases or REDUCED phases of the modulation
signal M2 are chosen in such a way that the human eye does
not perceive any flicker of the light emitted by the at least one
light-emitting diode; in particular said time intervals are cho-
sen to be less than or equal to 10 ms.

A ninth embodiment concerns a method based on any of
the above-mentioned embodiments, wherein the modulation
signal M1 is a high-frequency modulation signal for efficient
energy transfer from the driver circuit to the at least one
light-emitting diode, wherein the high-frequency modulation
signal M1 has a duty cycle D1 that is regulated such that
during the ON phases of the modulation signal M2, the at
least one light-emitting diode is supplied with a current cor-
responding to an operating range with predetermined color
constancy.

A tenth embodiment concerns a method based on the ninth
and the fifth or sixth embodiment, wherein during the ON
phase of the modulation signal M2, the continuing high-
frequency modulation signal M1 of the driver circuit drives
the at least one light-emitting diode in a manner substantially
unchanged by comparison with the case of a light-emitting
diode whose brightness is not regulated.

An eleventh embodiment concerns a method based on the
ninth and sixth embodiments, wherein during the OFF phase
of the modulation signal M2, the driver circuit, which is
thereby deactivated as a result of the high-frequency modu-
lation signal M1 consequently not continuing, does not drive
the at least one light-emitting diode.
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A twelfth embodiment concerns a method based on the
ninth and fifth embodiments wherein, during the REDUCED
phase of the modulation signal M2, the continuing high-
frequency modulation signal M1 of the driver circuit drives
the at least one light-emitting diode in such a way that the at
least one light-emitting diode emits a luminous flux that is
negligible by comparison with the luminous flux that arises
during the ON phase of the modulation signal M2.

A thirteenth embodiment concerns a method based on the
twelfth embodiment wherein, the high-frequency modulation
signal M1 of the driver circuit is pulse-width-modulated with
a duty cycle 0<D1<D1red, wherein D1red is chosen such that
a control circuit for the at least one light-emitting diode is
sufficiently supplied with current.

A fourteenth embodiment concerns a method based on the
ninth to twelfth embodiments, wherein the high-frequency
modulation signal M1 of the driver circuit is pulse-width-
modulated with a duty cycle 0<D1<1.

A fifteenth embodiment concerns a method based on the
thirteenth to fourteenth embodiments, wherein the duty cycle
D1 is increased at the beginning of the ON phase of the
modulation signal M2 proceeding from a first value continu-
ously over a plurality of period durations of the high-fre-
quency modulation signal M1 to a second value and is
reduced before the end of the ON phase of the modulation
signal M2 continuously over a plurality of period durations of
the high-frequency modulation signal M1 to the first value in
order to avoid acoustic emissions of the driver circuit.

A sixteenth embodiment concerns a method based on the
first to sixth or eighth to fifteenth embodiments, wherein the
modulation signal M2 is pulse-width-modulated with a duty
cycle D2min<D2=<1 wherein the duty cycle D2min corre-
sponds to a minimum brightness level signal DL.

A seventeenth embodiment concerns a method for color-
constant brightness regulation for at least one light-emitting
diode. In one step, a brightness level signal DL contained in a
supply voltage is converted into a modulation signal M2, by
means of which a driver circuit for the at least one light-
emitting diode is changed over between at least two prede-
termined operating states repeatedly with a duty cycle D2
corresponding to the brightness level signal DL in such a way
that the at least one light-emitting diode is operated in an
operating range with predetermined color constancy in at
least one of the predetermined operation states of the driver
circuit.

An eighteenth embodiment concerns a circuit for bright-
ness regulation for at least one organic and/or one semicon-
ductor-based light-emitting diode by means of a supply volt-
age comprising a brightness level signal DL. The eighteenth
embodiment comprises a decoding circuit for decoding the
brightness level signal DL contained in the supply voltage.
Furthermore, this embodiment comprises a modulator circuit
for converting the decoded brightness level signal DL into a
modulation signal M2 for repeatedly (with a duty cycle D2
corresponding to the brightness level signal DL) changing
over a driver circuit for the at least one light-emitting diode
between at least two predetermined operating states. In this
case, the modulation signal M2 can be superposed on a modu-
lation signal M1 having a higher frequency. Furthermore, the
at least one light-emitting diode can be operated in an oper-
ating range with predetermined color constancy by means of
the modulation signal M1 in at least one of the two predeter-
mined operating states of the driver circuit.

A nineteenth embodiment concerns a circuit based on the
eighteenth embodiment, wherein the supply voltage is a
phase-gated or phase-chopped supply voltage Vin(DL, t).
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A twentieth embodiment concerns a circuit based on the
nineteenth embodiment, wherein the decoding circuit is suit-
able for generating from the supply voltage Vin(DL, t), a
control voltage Vpcin(DL, t), and/or a divided-down control
voltage Vpc(DL, 1), proportional thereto.

A twenty-first embodiment concerns a circuit based on the
twentieth embodiment, wherein the modulator circuit for
generating the modulation signal M2 can be driven directly
by the divided-down control voltage Vpc(DL, t).

A twenty-second embodiment concerns a circuit based on
the twentieth embodiment, wherein the decoding circuit is
suitable for reducing the divided-down control voltage Vpc
(DL, 1), by a substantially constant voltage value Vconst.

A twenty-third embodiment concerns a circuit based on the
twentieth or the twenty-second embodiment, wherein the
decoding circuit is suitable for integrating the divided-down
control voltage Vpc(DL, t) or the difference voltage between
the divided-down control voltage and the constant voltage
value Vpc(DL, t)-Vconst with an integration time constant T
and for driving the modulator circuit for generating the modu-
lation signal M2 by means of the resulting integrated control
voltage.

A twenty-fourth embodiment concerns a circuit based on
the twenty-third embodiment, wherein the integration time
constant T is chosen to be greater than a half-period of the
supply voltage, in particular according to ©>10 ms, such that
a temporally constant integrated control voltage Vpc(DL)
arises.

A twenty-fifth embodiment concerns a circuit based on the
twenty-third embodiment, wherein the integration time con-
stant T is chosen to be less than a half-period of the supply
voltage, in particular according to 0<t=<10 ms, such that a
temporally variable integrated control voltage Vpc(DL, t)
arises which, by means of the resulting variation of the duty
cycle D2 of the modulation signal M2, is suitable for increas-
ing the power factor PF of the resulting current consumed by
the driver circuit in the case of a predetermined input capaci-
tance of the circuit, in particular to a power factor PF>0.7.

A twenty-sixth embodiment concerns a circuit for color-
constant brightness regulation for at least one light-emitting
diode. This embodiment comprises means for converting a
brightness level signal DL contained in a supply voltage into
a modulation signal M2, by means of which a driver circuit
for the at least one light-emitting diode can be changed over
between at least two predetermined operating states repeat-
edly with a duty cycle D2 corresponding to the brightness
level signal DL in such a way that the at least one light-
emitting diode can be operated in an operating range with
predetermined color constancy in at least one of the predeter-
mined operation states of the driver circuit.

A twenty-seventh embodiment concerns a brightness-
regulable driver circuit for at least one light-emitting diode
comprising a circuit based on any of the eighteenth to twenty-
sixth embodiments.

A twenty-eighth embodiment concerns a brightness-regu-
lable, non-isolated driver circuit for at least one light-emitting
diode based on the twenty-seventh embodiment in a buck
converter topology for converting an AC voltage as the supply
voltage into a modulated constant current for the at least one
light-emitting diode.

A twenty-ninth embodiment concerns a brightness-regu-
lable, isolated driver circuit for at least one light-emitting
diode based on the twenty-seventh embodiment, wherein a
flyback converter topology for converting an AC voltage as
the supply voltage into a modulated constant current for the at
least one light-emitting diode.
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A thirtieth embodiment concerns a brightness-regulable,
isolated driver circuit for at least one light-emitting diode
based on the twenty-ninth embodiment, wherein operating
parameters for the at least one light-emitting diode are detect-
able and regulable on the secondary side of the flyback con-
verter topology.
A thirty-first embodiment concerns a brightness-regulable,
isolated driver circuit for at least one light-emitting diode
based on the twenty-ninth embodiment, wherein operating
parameters for the at least one light-emitting diode are deriv-
able and regulable on the primary side of the flyback con-
verter topology.
A thirty-second embodiment concerns the use of a circuit
based on the eighteenth to thirty-first embodiments, in a light-
emitting diode bulb (LED bulb) as incandescent lamp
replacement for regulating the brightness of the light-emit-
ting diode bulb by means of a phase-gated or phase-chopped
dimmer circuit.
Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and
described above, a person skilled in the art will recognize that
the specific embodiments illustrated and described herein can
be replaced by a multiplicity of alternative and/or equivalent
implementations without these departing from the scope of
protection of the present invention. The present application
therefore covers all adaptations and/or modifications of the
specific embodiments described herein. Therefore, the inven-
tion is only restricted by the subjects of the claims and the
equivalents thereof.
What is claimed is:
1. A method for regulating a brightness of at least one
light-emitting diode, the method comprising:
converting a brightness level signal contained in a supply
voltage into a first modulation signal with a duty cycle
corresponding to the brightness level signal;

superposing a second modulation signal with the first
modulation signal to produce a superposition signal,
wherein the second modulation signal has a higher fre-
quency than the first modulation signal; and

driving a driver circuit for the at least one light-emitting

diode by the superposition signal, wherein the first
modulation signal comprises ON phases and
REDUCED phases, wherein the driver circuit is con-
trolled into a fully switched-on state during the ON
phases and into a reduced switched-on operating state
during the REDUCED phases.

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the supply
voltage comprises a phase-gated supply voltage.

3. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the supply
voltage comprises a phase-chopped supply voltage.

4. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first
modulation signal comprises ON phases and OFF phases,
wherein the driver circuit is controlled into a fully switched-
on state during the ON phases and into a fully switched-off
operating state during the OFF phases.

5. The method as claimed in claim 4, wherein time intervals
of'the OFF phases of the first modulation signal are chosen in
such a way that a human eye does not perceive any flicker of
light emitted by the at least one light-emitting diode.

6. The method as claimed in claim 4, wherein time intervals
of'the OFF phases of the first modulation signal are less than
or equal to 10 ms.

7. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein superposing
the second modulation signal with the first modulation signal
comprises gating the second modulation signal with the first
modulation signal.

8. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein time intervals
of the REDUCED phases of the first modulation signal are
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chosen in such a way that a human eye does not perceive any
flicker of light emitted by the at least one light-emitting diode.

9. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein time intervals
of the REDUCED phases of the first modulation signal are
less than or equal to 10 ms.

10. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the second
modulation signal is a high-frequency modulation signal for
efficient energy transfer from the driver circuit to the at least
one light-emitting diode.

11. The method as claimed in claim 10, wherein the second
modulation signal has a duty cycle that is regulated such that,
during ON phases of the first modulation signal, the at least
one light-emitting diode is supplied with a current corre-
sponding to an operating range with predetermined color
constancy.

12. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein driving the
driver circuit causes the at least one light-emitting diode to
emit light for a general lighting application.

13. A circuit comprising:

a modulator circuit configured to convert a brightness level
signal into a first modulation signal that has a duty cycle
corresponding to the brightness level signal, the first
modulation signal configured to repeatedly change over
a driver circuit for at least one light-emitting diode
between at least two predetermined operating states,
wherein
the first modulation signal is superposed on a second

modulation signal having a higher frequency to pro-
duce a superposition signal,

the superposition signal is configured to drive the driver
circuit,

a first of the at least two predetermined operating states
is an ON state in which the driver circuit is fully
switched on, and

a second of the at least two predetermined operating
states is a REDUCED state in which the driver is in a
reduced switched-on operating state.

14. The circuit according to claim 13, wherein the modu-
lator circuit is configured to operate the at least one light-
emitting diode in an operating range with pre-determined
color constancy using the first modulation signal in at least
one of the two predetermined operating states of the driver
circuit.

15. The circuit according to claim 13, further comprising
the driver circuit.

16. The circuit according to claim 15, further comprising
the at least one light-emitting diode.

17. The circuit according to claim 16, wherein the at least
one light-emitting diode comprises a semiconductor light
emitting diode.

18. The circuit according to claim 16, wherein the at least
one light-emitting diode comprises an organic light emitting
diode.

19. A circuit comprising:

amodulator configured to be coupled to a driver circuit, the
modulator configured to convert a brightness level sig-
nal contained in a supply voltage into a modulation
signal having a duty cycle corresponding to the bright-
ness level signal, wherein
afirst of at least two predetermined operating states is an

ON state in which the modulator is configured to fully
switch on the driver circuit, and

a second of the at least two predetermined operating
states is a REDUCED state in which the modulator is
configured to place the driver is in a reduced
switched-on operating state.
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20. The circuit of claim 19, further comprising:
the driver circuit; and
at least one light emitting diode, wherein
the driver circuit is configured to drive at least one light
emitting diode in the at least two predetermined oper- 5
ating states according to the duty cycle; and
the at least one light-emitting diode is operated in an
operating range with predetermined color constancy
in at least one of the predetermined operating states.
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